The Messiah Born in Bethlehem
Matthew 2:1-5 - After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where
the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written.
1. Bethlehem was Well Known for Shepherds and Sheep.
2. David – the Proto-Type of the Messiah – was a Shepherd in Bethlehem.
1 Samuel 16:10-12 - Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not
chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered.
“He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” So he sent for him
and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then
the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
3. The Prophecies told that the Messiah – Like David - Was to be Born in Bethlehem. Micah 5:2 (circa 700 B.C.) –
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”
Isaiah 11:1-3 - A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit
of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
4. Jesus – Like David – was Born to be a Shepherd.
Micah 5:2-4 - “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah … out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she
who is in labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. He will stand and shepherd
his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely,
for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.
John 10:11 - I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
John 10:14 - I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.
Psalm 23 -The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside
quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

