Scripture
Acts 17:1-15
1. The truly successful person follows God’s Word.
Psalm 1:1-2 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day
and night.
2. There will be challenges.
Acts 17:1-3 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer
and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said.
Acts 17:5-9 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed
a mob and started a riot in the city … Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.
3. There are guides.
Acts 17:10-12 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they
went to the Jewish synagogue. Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said
was true. As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek
men.
4.

They give us a plan.

2 Timothy 3:15-16 The Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.
5.

They call for action.

2 Timothy 4:1-2 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction
6.

We avoid failure.

2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They
will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
7.

We experience true success.

1 Timothy 4:15-16 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your
progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself
and your hearers.

